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aaaiaaaaaA... v rifi n i.nrLn.fjTjjTjxriAr IF if you had aH theftt of abatyowaitepowil,
if the PreaMent of a republic, ware your chu

A Sprlrifttma Romance IT WA& A PERPECTLV You might or mJiht not let yourself get into rack a
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CHAPTER .

Next Week's Complete Novel in
ERTON BOYD loosened his belkand oxperlonced the first Mentation The Evening Worldof relief In two days. Ho had found that tlghtenlpg did not dlmln- -

leh Ma hunger, and besides U had been decidedly uncomfortable. It Is a story that will set yovr'heart to heating faateri
But loosening It did nor bring; new strength, and he still stum and it Is by the man whfc wrote J'The Prisoner oft bled and dragged hli feet a ho made his way along the lake shore. Zendai'

FJn mlnutM after he had slipped out several holes in his belt ho had for-tett-

all about It and was again plodding aimlessly, blindly, half con-
sciously.

J Ma had been In that condition slnco noon. He had been lost.erlncc early thrown htm and Lawrle B altar had nte hi tw 'come to the rescue with thatme previous morning. Kxccpt for a light breakfust, ho had had nothing to Morion Join h.m In tho Hudson Bar tLTSabWdScat for forty-eig- ht hours, and ho had not slept tho night beforo becauso of
the cold.t " ' Hut even Morels, Kerr was driven tho man wera argirlng. for h'-bega-

' The sun was wltlijii an hour of" setting when ho struck a trail. For a from Merton'a mind ns tho second to catch words.afternoon woro on. "The dtsira'fo'r .,
,few yards ha walked on. Then the smoother, going, by contrast with the REALLY ) food, for rest, for WftrnvlD, becme, ".rocks and bogs, and windfalls, and thick bnish,Vt,t&' &dle3S hours behind an obsession. n did not know where ' Thafa th reason."

yWm, brought eudden. realization that hero was ah evidenco of the presence ho wan going, yt InatlnrtlTnly ha t "IfJl atarva ttSera."
erf num. - . haustson was so great that only nie ..iThe weariness and the hunger were desire to llvo brought forced wnd w 6,7 " we take Mat .we
forgotten. The long hours of the last odgo of, tho forest, where he began to step after step when

progress,
o move at all n ure' nd then atet"- -r '

two days .and a night, were a night-
mare,

gather
"Wo Intended

firewood,
tornako

.
sovcral miles

, meant torture. ' Merton did not catch the rest. There
When 1mrtnn'm 3iaA 1M elasv Yim - .t. . .lie was now awako. lie ran moro but wo'll camp hero

en, exultant. He grinned so hard .the, und get supper at 6nce," tho' gifl auid
ma duo turneu xo mo jhick sne- - suadeepening wrinkles cracked his wind-harden- brought across, tho .portage and be It was In on of thenltwMW n"1a 5ITScheeks, and ha grinned gan TO unfasten the lashings. th lB .w.

harder when It hurt. , "How did you get lost?' ,ho In-

quired
ments that, Just at duak wljen press- - boW .

i And then ho emerged from the thick' as she laid out two kottles and Ing aside some brush, he' Mumbled' 2,,J!i?5 e?fiiUoi.?0-'?!- -brush to the barren shore of a lake p. frying-pa- n besldo tho blaze the In-
dian

over four casks. For an Instant h
The trail ran out to the water's edge, toad built ' . believed that Ms delirium had iiavo nnL wT-turn-ed.But why should ha Imarlnet 71Z: T".spread fan-lik- e, and That "I -- I??.0"?"was gone. took tho wronflr troll on a nor.

m ail. Except for 'a charred teo-atto- k tagc, I think." replied Merton. "It was A'L h Ver W ,o7'cmonrI. -- epi
thrust Into tho moss, ihero was m a swamtp, and the trail divided. I aulekiv irito the ni.Mli.

, no other, sign, thai a man had ever was ahead, and I must havo taken Tho reason for their being there centre of the' caaoo' ana the an
been there. mo wrong row. Anyhow, It faded was nn inexplicable to Merton as his shoved away.

Merton'a spirits fell aa quickly as, completely, away, and 1 not onlv finding them. Ho examined thorn Aa thay started he felt touch'they had soared. Tho weariness,, the couldn't find It again, but I couldn't more closely. There was no labol to on his arm and turned to fid- - ttethunger, tho aching musoles, made una uie main trail. lndlcato tha nature of their contents, the man In the stern,
' themselves felt more keenly than be-
fore".

"Didn't you know a game trail Hut the last cask he tipped over had low who had favored iM'hlai' whom you saw It?" sho asked, in been loaklng, and
'

he caught the odor waa holding out a paddis .Sferton
Then he thought of the other end of suu-uc- a curiosity. of whiskey. I grasped It eagerly, for It waa very

the trail. Ho knew now It was only a "Is that what I did? I'm afraid I In his perplexity Merlon atood up .cold and, dcaplto his weariness it
portage, a trail wmon mignt not oe don't know much about such things," Mrrr vpd ubi t and looked around. The lake waa not waa necccssary that ho axerclaa to
traveled again until the next summer. said Merton. morn than thirty feet from him and, keep warm.
But while there was a chance; he' "Whom were you with?" was the through the brush, ha thought ha Aa tha canoe waa headed out across
must take 1U Ha turned and welkod raw a trail, no hurried down to tha the treat, lake the woodsman ' Bad-wat- er

lowly back. "Ititwrle Sftltar. a friend. w and along the shore until be died In silence. No shore waaTin
.once, where the trail dipped into a making- - a" trip into tho country west found a portage. And the first thing sight. Tho aky waa clear, but there

swamp, he saw the Imprint of moc-
casins.

oi nuuson .uay anu wero on our way AMD HIS PEET he saw was tho Imprint of tha girl's was no moon. , The cold .bit. mere
Side by side they were, one back." NOV and the Indian's moccasins. deeply aa tha miles allppod by. ,

larger than tho other, neither aa largo "Does ho know moro about the hush
) Prepared Merton know that ths did not nee- - Merton paddled aa hard as 'fets

aa mo lmpresaton nis own lect mode. than you do?" essarily mean that he waa nearlng strength permitted, - hut even, than
In the thin coating of mud thawed by "Oh, yes, Lawrio is an old hand ut the goal. It might oven mean greater the chill gripped his leg "and feet
the mid -- day sun, they appeared so It.. He hunts big gamo In Now Bruns-

wick
difficulty In picking out her rout, until, In ihalr cramped position they

fresh that Merton looked up almost every fall, and once took a trip nut tha mere turf that ha timA hum ached SXOrUOlatlnaiV. Ones, whan
expecting to see some one. .

up tho coast'Of Labrador In a yaoht." nn thn fls-h-t track honi-tana- d him. anrf he Stopped to rest and to warm Si.
But the" footprints were pointed "Woro, there Just you two?" he turned and hurrlod along the port, ?un,b,d J06. thrustta them

toward the lake he had Just left. "Yes." age. in nis eagerness ns rorgot ail """ Y"r? "u. unuor nia arm- -
Whoever had made them hod gono -- 'Then your partner Is not much else. The faint crackling of brush up V'v xouaa bis jaaai coaisa wjco
on, leaving no other algn. . better off than you are. I should the hillside was unnoticed. le;. '

Slowly Merton went back. Ho think you would want to find nlm Vrtf n niint-tn- f ' mlla - .-- ll ' TO JOHMlSr BeSBJtd' SBdleSB tA the
reached the place where ho had first beforo you started back to the i d. led through a swamp apd tiien up a I??"?,6--' b6!rt13!'d Toun. man.
struck the trail. From there ho He'll be frozen in and starve." rise to dip to the-- shore of another' tftaUme of s; comsnWna'waa
walked carefully, watching closely for "Oh, I don't think It will bo ihat lake. Ho ran down the hill, expect- - ln.lter M .flPy- - How
tracks. Twice more ho found them, bad. 'They have, food, and the In-

dians, ant. eager, though reason told him Lonr ,1y r2n,a tfVe thsa before
the small prints and the larger ones. will know how to take caro of ho would find nothlnr. xcept aa"?.'cod, virt1 to1ch to

And then again he suddenly come him." empty path. 4i,nil Jf"0- - ra- -
out on the shore of a lake. It was tho "Indians?" Tnere was an empty patn nut, hair S?? v.""m,
liikn he had followed all day, and the "Yes, wo each had a guide, you drown out of tho water at theend of 4 brought , Aseml-de-l rlum like
trail ended where the water began. know, to do the packing and tho It wn n turn, tmlrht nn. TlaM UlBt OI TBS SnSTnOOn '

The completo hopelessness of his paddling." the trail waa a pile of stores covered It ' es. hoia aitarward jefcsn
situation struck him with full force. The girl looked up Incredulously with a nheot of canvas. In the canoe tha maa la th bow spoke.
"Without food, without even a match, from her cooking, Itself were four casks like those hh "Batter not tax chanoa,
without any knowledge or whero ho "Do you mean," she asked, "that felt, In the girl's questions and in her As she held It out to him she sud-

denly
angor. Ho atlll held it in hla hand. cold of the long night did not permit had found in the brush.

was other than tlat It ws,more miles you had Indians to do your work (or frank scrutiny, and undercurrent of Jerked It back and looked at It Ho looked at It quickly, And took out sleep. Merton knew at onoa that help was "TfcaV what Z was thinking." '

han ho knew from civilization, (horo you?" suspicion, a doubt of what be bad told closelv. Morton, his hand out-
stretched,

tho letter within, but it told him As soon as It was light ho went on at band. Thn careless manner In , ' Merton stopped paddUag and wait-
edWatt nothing except death. Even a "Of course." her. Further, sho had been candid In waited. He wondered that nothing. along the lnko, Hy noon hunger and which the canoe had been drawn up, breathlessly. "Were they planning

hardened woodsman wo'uld havo been Tho girl, after busying herself wllh her questions, but she had not volun-
teered

alio should rend It so oponly, but he Tho envolope wus unaddrcsscd. In weariness biought n aeml-dellrlu- tho nnddles dropped, a coat thrown to leav hlm? e tv
dismayed by tho prospect, and Mer-
ton

the preparation of tho meal for five anything about herself. was wholly unprepared for tho wrath one corner was tha Insignia of tho hut through It all a hidden force kept across thn thwart, told him the own- - That third. Island from. the. end,.
knew nothing of woods life. minutes, paused suddenly and asked: Whllo ho was busy with these which blazed In her eyes when she Hudson's Hay Company, llelow It him on his feot, kept him moving, ftrH would be thero soon. Proud that to rorcwpins . isiana,

The fact that some one had passed "What wero you doing when wo thoughts the packs were completed looked up und again held tho letter was the company's name. That was kept his faco always In the direction his own forBthongrrt and porsever- - " oonunuea e ,roo.rinover the trail that day was only camo hero?" and tho canoe set In tho water and toward him all. It was all tho girl had seun, for tho girl In tho canoe had taken. once had boon responsible for his res- - t?bow' '
Irony. It held no chance of rescuo "I had Just found this trail. It was loaded. "1 suspected it last .night," ah said she had not opened the envelope. In the brief periods of ss cue, and deeply grateful for his good tt was death .awrtencs.
unless the first sign of a human being I had "Vou had better tako tho centre," In a tone that waa cold rather than The Inclosed letter was merely a Morton's thoughts turned fortune in finding tho canoe, he, sat He was to he placed on an Island

Merton sprang to his feet with new aeon slnco yesterday morning." said tho girl as she picked up her angry. "Your story did not sound note of Introduction to Hudson's Hay more to tho reasons for his coming to down to wait as patiently as he could, where h would starve. rTse end
hope. Porhaps it was some' one maV "And you had no Idea- whero you paddle and stepped Into the bow. right, and this proves what I sus-

pected." Company factors to whom Merton the wilderness than to the possibility It was not flvo minutes bsfors.ttr woU', bo" though ;,thay
' Ing a short journey. Perhaps who-

ever.
were going?" "Thero Is a third paddle." and Lawrio Baltar might apply for of his gottln'g out. Ho thought rather brush beside tho trail .parted ,and. t0, ,fhJ2Lhimlr

It was would raturn as he had "None at all, I found this lake last She seemed to take It for "Proves what?" demanded Merton supplies. It was signed by the chief bitterly that, as It' was a girl who out of the dusk, two men strode on mhmt - they ta- -
grantedgone. H was hardly probable, but It night and

'
have been following It all that Merton would paddle, and as the

In amazement. of the district at Fort William. might have saved him, It was also a to. the beach, each carrying two casks tmleii doJ,"ly!5Jln; Jj?Awas 'posHioio. , , day." Indian shoved the craft "That you are not lost, and that Bewildered, Merton turned the let-
ter

gtrl who had sent him here. Ho with a tump lino. ltnewjtwai nt- -
It was his only hope, and "ha In-

dulged
Trio "girl poured a handful of tea out from you know more about this country tho letter which had J"ahoro he and Nothing Itt over. "Hello!" 2?"'picked up tho blade. over on or cried Merton sal they JJ" RJSJ"In It to the utmost) He choso into a kettle. As she removed it from than you pretend to know, I see the dono 1t.He tried within It could be ronncotedhard, but It was useless. possibly stopped for 'an Instant and looked atii seat on u windfall, facing the trail, the bUzn and looked at him again, wholo scheme now."

rti.rittie

"I don't find difficulty In writ-
ing

Tho short, quick stroke, the lightning with the girl or what sho had done. any hlra. "I'm about as glad to see you A Itnml down that her frank "Scheme!" repeated Merton.rat to wait. Thorn was nn Merton saw curiosity this," Murcla Kerr had begun. "Ifrecovery, were beyond his skill. ly The mystery was inexplicable. as any ono I ever saw In my life," r"irn nl,r wTpager expression In his eyes. Ills had given way to cold calculation. his Ilut the girl had turned to tho canoo Carefully he rovlewod their conver-
sation,

1 thought you cured, It would bn dif-
ferent, He J? i. .JpS!:paddle clashed suddenly.cars wero ready for tho first sound. There was also a slight doubt in her with that In which tho Indian waa ready. Bho stopped speaking

but I know that neither of usof the girl, and each time he mumbled all that had been sold, all tho There worn several things he wantsd ' ?""Liu?! TSr0U,fhtAfter flvo spoke a few quick words Inminutes he be-
lieved

OJIbway.firmly eyps. an apology. questions sho had asked. Not a word cared as people, should care. Wo bo. to usk them, but, they bad set down H",?1''' naL''tho He resented the closo He The Indian pushed out from ahoro.traveller travellers would scrutiny.or came engaged like most everything ou' orflera the ater pad- -After half an hour ho of It could havo brought suspicion their burdens and wore staring atHo frit that the began to do Then, before Merton know what -- ,,cmteturn. must only wait. Ho could gtrl, evidently so com-
petent else wo have dono slnco wo warobetter, but ho also upon himself. hi tn. And somuthlng In that etare al"f--

not die ho mlsnrahly. Faith Is a won-
derful

herself, was disdainful of his began to tire. The was happening, tho girl ran quickly to and inborn. Our families planned It, and Slowly great pain Mertonpaco was so fast It affected his wind tho In Moro In disgust than In wonder, ho made his heart alck. his couragething faith and llfo. shortcomings. That she had bow, stepped and pushed off.own an-
other

wn were told It was highly desirable crawled ashore. He straightened Til,as wtll an his strength. Hut dismissed tho subject and turned to u leavo him. Then, us If ho had notAnd then they "came. Ho first objoct In her questions waa pride Both sho and the Indian dipped their thing to do. wish Is numbed legs and stood His mindwould not permit him to stop, and tho more urgent question of his pres-
ent

My only now been there, tho man turned to tho up.
hoard thorn, the rustling of the spruce shown, however, when sho asked: forenoon was one of

the paddles instantly. Beforo Merton needs. Whatever the girl's mo- -, that you will sen It as I have seen It, pllo of stores and began loading the refused to work. ,He felt aa tf theneedles. He waited eagerly. The "Where did on this trip?" misery. Hour could move, the canoe was thirty feat 'you go that you will havo an nxporlcnco as canoe. end had already come,after hadhour they tlvos, they nothing to do withbrush parted, hut Merton did not "I couldn't tell exactly," he con-
fessed.

paddled, the girl In from shore. I have had, and will realize that thn tn- - woodsmen. leftmove from his scat. "You see, Iawrie had planned the bw as silent as the Indian In the "What aro you doing?" demanded his subsequent plight. An explana-
tion

Angry now. Merton walked closer. J3 tophad
For, emerging upon the lake shore, the" trip and asked mo to go at tho stern. At noon sho spoke a fow words Merton, running down to the shore. would not bring him food or give greatest happiness

with
doesn't necessar-

ily "I'm lost." tio said. "I hsvon't had !.hs "n(?- - They Ignored Mm com -
best ndtho ordered life.como Wty began to takeIn OJIbway, and tho htm shelter. anything to eat since thingsIndian yesterdaywalking with quick, certain steps, last moment, when one of Oord immedi-ately

Tho girl and the Indian oontlnuod to ''Just think, I'm
noon.

tamo h girl, Across tho top of her Wcndler's ponies fell on him and turned the canoo toward a paddlo swiftly until they woro fifty Hut hlti anger had not been futile. the
Merton, giving up t want to ne taken to the railroad at 'Y,U .V'"".brush."i "rry Ft"city, friends, theforehead was tha broad strap of,. a broke three ribs. Lawrle had tho point. yards from hint. Then, with a swirl of It had aroused hlin, had brought out havo

my everything I once. I'll lot a man sot his own .price 'nt0, After Mrernl trips
"We'll .have lunch," said her the bettor known, and In their place I'm If he'll get rno there. What do bac,, ana fortn tny Ticked up thetump-lln- e. Suspended from this was maps, and he. and the Indians picked the girl as blade, sho turned the how. qualities In his churactor. going to llvo In five. roomed houso

you
a large, bulky pack. out tho route. I heard them talking he stepped HBhorc. "We are almost "I suspected you from the first He was no longer tho helpless city In tho

a Bay
Merton sprang to his feet In amaze-

ment. it over, but the names wore all long, half way now and I think we can time I saw you," she called distinctly. man lost In the wilderness as ho
rawest,

In the
nowost, most impos-

sible But Uie two men continued to Ig-
nore

"Get "Jn,"
'

growled
'

the alern pad- -
plaoo dler.Hat In hand, he stepped for-

ward.
impossible Indian affairs, and I didn't make It "Now I am sure. You told me you turned to a serious consideration of don't

world, a place such him. Thoy worked swiftly, trans-ferrin- g I
learn dny of them." Morton, tired out, his arms and back are lost, and you must admit that I what confronted him. Beforo he had as

well
vou

groomed
even
gods

know exists. Tho tho casks, bags and boxes Into Merton, falling to co'mprthnd,"stod
"Good evening," he said, and then know where aching, sat down on a windfall. In found you, rcscuod you from the wil-

derness.
simply wandered blindly, heedlessly, aro gone. Morton, tholr craft.

In his eagerness added: "Do you live "Then you don't
don't know where

you
the warm mld-da- y sun he removed If that be true, I saved without any objective savo tho mere and in their placo la aomethlng big, "Alston!" cried Merton excitedly. "I "Hurry up," came the second 'com-

mand,near here?" went, and you
lost?"

you
his coat and throw it carelessly be-
sldo

your life, won it, ahd It Is mine. I chance that ho would bo rescued.
something vital, something wo wero tell you I'm lost, starving!" and, forgetful of his, cramped

The girl was rot startled, nor. ex-
cept

wore when you were
I don't. I wasn't him. havo the right to do with It as I wlan, Now for the. first time slnco he had

never permitted to know." Tho men did not look ud. muscles; he sprang to his place,, .In
at Merton, did "No, I'm afraid The and I am going to give H back to thn entored the wilderness Iletweon tho lines of this letter Is a Merton another minute they were' aaralnfor a glance sho Interested in the roulo and noon meal was on silent as the ho became on completo peered at them more closely Ba , - -

take any notice of him. Straight on much
attention." breakfast and the long paddle In the wilderness. You knew the chances Individual, not a pawn. He consid-

ered As ho had
description of Morton Boyd. ...tn im Mil.brunru..HKI-u- ThnItU r4- -i i4 t,..;UVVII

lureau.njjT
1

meir way amonjr tn lol- -
didn't becomoacross the bcacli to the water she pay

again busied herself with morning. Tho girl did not respond to
you took when you came. Now, if every phaso of tho situation, ho dono

engaged, so had susplnlous when sho had first seen ttI125' ..
went. Then with a quick twist of her Tho girl

and few minutes later an-

nounced

Merton a attempts at conversation.
you escape or perish, It is none of weighed every possibility. The girl Hon of

everything elso In hl life, him, sho sold. Hhe had later aban- - 'P8.'1 fo.r, crossing Jlblgthe meal a a whomman ho knowhead she loosened the strap across Meitoti Once-- or twice she asked questions my affair." had said that she was seventy miles only donod him on tho lako nhort. Theso "tr?tc.h; 011p'cu-- th" bowman, as the
her hair. Merton sprang forward to that It was ready.

of the about his trip, questions she had Hho swung the bow of the canoo from home. They had paddlod moro
as a person living in an rifflco nnd a men wero openly hostile from the bn- - "l"t lnd dropped behind and theClub,help her, but before ho had taken was ravenous. The food was uskod before In another way, and Instantly the Indian thrust the than twenty that morning. Nearly of a woman whoso religion was ginning. Wan thern some connection C!ina" wa headed out Into the black- -

had eased the burden to plainest, more so than ho hHd ever Merton craft forward, Merton, apeeohloss ancestry and Its stifling appurten-
ances, nr' ot tho lake,atllltwo stspn she was baffled. He felt that fifty remained, and that must bo between them, or waa thero some- -

the ground. known, but It was good. ohe doubtod him, suspoctod him of with amazement, stood watching doubled If he followed the shore, with
ho had been born to n llfo ar-

ranged thing about him that aroused Instant Mer.,on Paddled on with the others,
"Good evening," she replied, look-lo- g Darkness had o.om'e when they had something, Heveral times during the them for u moment. Then he called, always tho chance that ho could not

oven to its most inlnuto s. suspicion In tho minds of thoso who Th8 ky ,VUM ''" md there was
squarely at hire for the first time. finished and the Indian had washed meal he found her looking at him and called again, but neither tho girl find the way. liccamo

(Jood breeding and good form lived In tho country? no wlnd, Tho surfac of the water
Msrton had never seed Mich u girl. the dlnhrs. closely. What might bo the cause nor the Indian turned to look or Hut sho had said at noon that they

subtly Inherent, originality "What Is tho matter with you?" he wn" smooth, and thn great freight
For a moment he belloved she was a "You can go wllh us In the morn-

ing,"
of her suspicions, of her silence, be missed a stroke of the paddle. were half way and should reach some

was
had

Buppressed. Individuality nevor demanded belligerently, "What havn canoe rodn high. After half an hour
breed, so deep and oven wus the col-
oring

announced the girl as she rose could not Imagine place at night "Ono I'ost," ho Through
a chance.

1 doun that you shouldn't at least they reached the opposite shore. The
of her skin. Her body was and went toward a sinflll tcut the In-

dian
Ordinarily he would havo asked CHAPTER II. sho had said at another honet,

it all ho remained a clean, give me Homothlng to eat?" ntretch they had crossed, had not been
strong, straight, and, with tho heel-len- s had erected during the prepaia-llo- n frankly what troubled hor. Hut, with-

out bandoned time. That mnant "One Post"
decent youth, aa near a "Wn know who and morn than two miles.A was munn that'sWhy? man ns thu IioIIioiiho you aromoccasin, perfectly carried. of the meal, "I can take you to open accusation, without evou a only twenty miles by water, perhaps

system
enough for us," rotortcd tho Gradually these things impressed

But the beauty of her faro, the '.Ono Post, and you can see there hint of what her thoughts might bo, ERTON'S amaxement quick-l- y twice that by land. people
permitted,

ho
playing tlio gaums of tho

of til" two Htrangvrs.
younger themselves upOu his mind. They hadknow, butwind-tor- n and naturally seditious what will be dono for you. We'll ho could find no way to bring up the turned to anger, anger Forty miles, and he had no knowl-

edge short of leadership
always tailing

"You don't know," cried Merton. crossed a bigger stretrh with tho fullon links, courtshair of a light brown, tho brown eyes, probably get thero Into subject. of tho route. Tho loud and thero had benn no sugges-
tionand canoe had or polo "Tltero'H mistake."tu which the possibilities of laughter sleep with At first he had believed It resentment, at this fields, because ho failed to some of danger. He looked roundnight. To-nig- ht you can waa the gone along tho shore of the bring "Thorti'Hiio andlake he to his mistake," said thocurious monstrous Injustice, sport any abandon or other.khowed behind tho stnro, natural suspicion and retlconco of the What was now on. If he followed it there recklessness found that tho load consisted ofor inenlul "Heady, Andy'all Idea of Indian

here?"
blood.

Merton Hho went In and drow the flaps. baokwoods dweller In the presonce of ever tho girl's reasons for abandon-
ing

was a ehnncn that ho would ultimate, form was always perfect.
during, ills

Thn older man had taken his place I "ht and whl.C one of the
"Do you live near Merton sat by the flro for a few mln-uto- s, a stranger, llut there was nothing him to a death by starvation, sho ly reach "One Tost." whatever It Had his mother lived Morton i n thn bow of thn now loaded canoe. "fmrneXtaW m n.

icpeatod,
For n moment alio did not answer, hut weariness and drowsiness Outwardly

in the girl's
sho

manner
was of

to
tho

support this. had not been fair, had not given him might be. Morton reasoned that, If never would havn thought of molnir TI bo younger suddenly sprang to his camo clonr, '"'i L" ! be- -

drovo him to the second tt lit tho wilderness. the girl nnd thn Indian to the wlldornesH In tho and Illicit
while curiosity changed to Hoon with her a chancn to explain hlmsolf. mado a por-tag- o after receiving Plncn stern, beforo Merton)ier frank Hut, physical fitness and whiskey peddlers. Thny were'Indian had erected back mar tho from the lake he was now on, Marcla Kerr's letter. He only knew could move toward them they had bring-

ingii closer, questioning scrutiny. competency, thn suggestion ended. Vividly now her actions, hor worjs, In whiskey for tnwlo with the In-
dians,heabout seventy miles," she replied, portogn trull. Thero would cross It by following thn that hd must go somfivhnrn to es-

cape
pushed tho craft out from shore.was nothing of tho Tho

then ho asked simply, "Why?" It, was still dark and vory cold when slinporlng, her questioning Inspection, returned shore. His slight experlenco had tho gossip. It was his' pride, "Walt!" cried Morton, running factor of a Hudson's
.nil giggling girl who

I lost." confessed Slqrton. , "I Merton heard the girl culling him to raroly, who
sees strange to him. Ho saw that from the first taught htm that this was by no meuns not his heart, that suffered, for ho down to tho edge of the watnr, "You Hay post had told him of the big

urn speaks In broken ttprofits cou)done clear ofsen-
tences,

keop thewant to employ soma one to take m breakfast, Tim meal was ready when In impossible Kngllsh, she had been auspicious, that sho a cortaln Journey, but It was his only had learned that thn man Marcla had can't leavo me like this. Ifa murder!" authorities. The big itselfhe had washed In the lako chance. so suddenly married was strango With their paddles against tho bot-
tom,

companyato tho railroad ns quickly us poal-hle.- " This girl was perfectly had doubted what ho had told her. would aid In suppressing the trafficnnd lie sat down at the. plncn sho si-

lently wholly at her ease. She actod Ilut as thuio factors In the situation He realized fully that this one poi. person from 'tho West, a man- - who tho men continued to polo thn whero it could.
The railroad!" exclaimed the girl. Indicated. No ono spoko dur-uf- g as though tho situation wore entirely cleared, the real, underlying motives slblllty, even If ho found "One I'ost," lived on tho outsldo of things, In canoo from hort In deeper water Hn remembered the girl's actions I. A

"Voil raii'l reach the railroad now."' the meal, and, aa soon as It was In her hands. And there was an for tho ftirl's strange action buried did not mean ultimate safety. The
strange, new plucos, and who llknd llinv
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"Hut 1 must," wan tho confident finished thn Indian began to pack the Indefinable but certain ciirront of themselves more deeply in mystery, girl's action Indicated tho roceptlon to wear a wool shirt. KrI at tne wm man nn company's Insignia In onn rorner. HheAt firstreplj of a man who Is nrcustomed to tents nnd blankets, while thn plrl mystery of something hidden from Merton could not conceive of any pos-

sible
he might expect. Ilut it was that or htm. Marcla

thn nuws had stunned was ono of tholr brand; sho had bus- -
having people do anything he Is will-
ing

washed tho dlshen and packed them him, It troubled him, but he oould reason why one human being nothing, and thern would lie others had always been a sauo, pected him of. lelng an officer of thedependablo girl. thoJust sort hn be-
llovedto pay for. with tho food, only wait. ehould abandon another to death. It thun besides the girl, men with whom he should CHAPTER III, law or a representative of the big

Hefore tho girl could speak again For tho first tlmo Morton had an There was little delay, once tho waa murder, murder moro cruel than ho could reason. marry. He could company, and rather than run theexplain It Aonly by that shodeciding Reprieve.there was another sound In the brush opportunity to study her and to won-
der

meal was tlnlshod. In three-quarte- the quick stroku of a knifo or tho Instantly he turned along tho lake, that risk of endangering her own peopleawas throwback,behind them, und Merton turned to what sort of a young woman this of sn hour after they had landed the quicker bullet. Throughout tho afternoon ho con-
tinued, trolled ancestor had persisted

somn uncon
in her. IIIIIIH was something so elm had abandoned him to what sheee" an Ionian, a largn pan uu ma could bo who travelled neventy miles canon was again loaded. Merton it won a slow, painful, lingering circling around deop hays, go-

ing After the first shock hn was alid sinister about the silent. knew would be cortaln death. Sheback and u hlrr--h ranoe nn top of It, from home with only an Indian com-
panion,

hU coal at tho last mo-
ment

death, In which the mental anguish out on long points, only to be tiiat It was so, that hn hud been a had mot these men and told them, forcomn nut on to tho shore. who cooked so skilfully over ami hurriedly picked It up by would exceed the physical pain. For turned back, making three miles Mned tho disgrnco that might nave
Implacable manner In they had not been surprised when

"How long havo you boen lost?" tha an open flro, who carried a heavy one sleovn Tho girl was making a the first tlmo he fully realized thn where a canoe could go II one, hut follow ed. which thn men started they found him.girl asked, hurden on n portage, The tan on her last Inspection of tho camping place extrome hopelessness of his plight, always pressing on. Without lus mother, Merton was away, leaving him alone on They knew that he hud seen tho"Hlnce yesterday morning," fare and hands Indicated n llfo rather and iaw a flicker of whltn as thn Tho pluturo came to him suddenly, When dusk came the nightmare of nonlrnnted by the necessity of reach-
ing

tho portage, that Merton could not whiskey when he found, the canoe."Then you roust bo hungry, than a season In tho open, and lior young man turned toward the canoe. overpowering in Its reality, and ter-
ror

thn first night alonn waa repeated, tho first Important decision of Thoy bad refused ut first to take himand pho spoke quickly to titrong, straight body seemed tireless, Klin reached Into the brush and gained the mastery for a moment. He had no mutches, and he could not his life, Things always had been even cry out. Ho stood there stupe-tie- d. becnuso they believed that, alive, hethe Indian in hia own language. But, mingled with bis admiration, brought out an envelope, Huddenly Merton thought of thu build a fire. The darkness In the arranged before. Now he must nut. would put an end to their business.Siv4-fil- a HaUifc l noca, ttha jiiar waa &, slight, ruwntmnnt Ha "You drouDed this." she called. anvalone which had caused tha sill's thick woods was Intense, and the1 And then Uord Woaxllor'a dow had Then from the darkness over the (To Be Continued.)


